PCP Patient Talking Points for CRC & mt-sDNA Tests

· Multi-target stool DNA (mt-sDNA) CRC screening tests have a positive (abnormal) or negative result. A positive (abnormal) result test means that altered DNA and/or blood was detected in the patient’s stool. This can be caused by precancerous polyp(s) or colorectal cancer (CRC). A positive (abnormal) test does not mean the patient definitively has CRC, but it is important for them to follow up with a gastroenterologist to be certain.

· Because your practice is participating in a project to increase CRC screening and follow-up colonoscopy rates, your uninsured patients will receive their mt-sDNA test for free. 

· Uninsured patients who have a positive (abnormal) mt-sDNA test result will also have the opportunity to receive a “follow-up” or “completion” colonoscopy free, including all of the costs associated with the procedure and the bowel preparation medication.

· The mt-sDNA screening test kit will be delivered to these patients using a courier or package delivery service (e.g., UPS).

· You should encourage your patients to review the user guide and courier or package delivery service options that come with the mt-sDNA kit and to visit the manufacturer’s website for additional information. Also remind your patients that some courier and package delivery services do not operate on Sundays or holidays. 

· Stress that patients need to return their stool sample for processing within 24 hours of collecting it, which means they should collect the sample and make arrangements for a courier or package delivery service to return it on the same day or the next day.

· Let your patients know that they should receive their mt-sDNA test results within two weeks.  

· Let your patients know that a patient navigator will reach out to them to answer any questions and to help them with any follow-up care, including scheduling a  colonoscopy (if one is needed).

· Encourage patients who are 45 or older to continue to get screened for CRC – which is second leading cause of cancer death in men and women combined in the US and the leading cause of cancer death of men and women who are under 50 years old in the US. 

Stress that CRC has a 90% survival rate when it is detected early enough (i.e., early-stage/localized CRC)!
